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This report presents the findings and recommendations
of a 2025 UN DESA study on the opportunities,
challenges, and capacities of stakeholders in Small
Island Developing States (SIDS) to implement the
. The
study aims to inform UN DESA's initiatives to strengthen
stakeholder engagement and capacity-building.

In line with paragraph 37 of ABAS - which requests
recommendations for strengthening the

- the study also proposes measures to
reinforce civil society engagement in the Framework.
Established under the SAMOA Pathway, the Framework
monitors existing partnerships and stimulates new,
genuine, and durable ones for SIDS development.

Focusing on civil society across the three SIDS regions,
the study identifies barriers, opportunities, and capacity
needs for more effective participation. Findings draw on
a broad consultative process, including a global online
survey, three regional consultations, desk research, case
studies, and the

in New York (May 2025).

The study shows that civil society actors are advancing
climate biodiversity, and sustainable
development, but continue to face challenges such
as limited funding, exclusion from policymaking, weak
institutional support, and fragmented coordination.
Awareness of the SIDS Partnership Framework remains
low at grassroots level, compounded by language
barriers and digital divides.

resilience,

The report proposes six cross-cutting recommendations:

1. Strengthen ABAS Awareness and Access:
Translating and localizing frameworks, improving
grassroots outreach, and creating regional
coordination mechanisms, especially for the Civil
Society Roadmap

2. Funding Reform and Reallocation: Inclusive,

accessible funding for all; simplifying donor

processes; mandating civil society allocations in
regional programs; and establishing a SIDS Civil

Society Development Fund.

3. Civil Society Classification and Capacity Needs:
Long-term, context-specific support that expands
inclusivity and CSO organizational resilience, fosters
national coordination, empowers youth leadership,
and enables community-led data and evidence to
shape policy.

4. SIDS-SIDS Collaboration and Knowledge
Transfer: Stakeholder mapping, a regional CSO
registry, regular in-person forums, and formal
mechanisms for cross-regional collaboration and
civil society input into global processes.

5. Strengthening CSO-Government Partnerships:
Formalizing engagement through partnership
guidelines, a Government-CSO  Framework,
dedicated civil society roles in decision-making, and
early involvement in policy/MEAs.

6. Strengthening CSO-Private Sector Partnerships:
A CSO-Private Lab  with
transparent governance, equal representation, and
support from the SIDS Partnership Framework and
Global Business Network.

Sector Innovation

Region-specific recommendations include:

* AIS: Defining and strengthening CSO coordination
through participatory mapping, a shared regional
roadmap, and support from the SIDS Partnership
Framework for convenings and governance
structures.

* Caribbean: Enabling regular convenings to share
lessons, best practices, and existing initiatives,
leveraging the SIDS Partnership Framework to
enhance coordination and align civil society efforts
with ABAS priorities.

* Pacific: Developing a centralized, community-
driven “Living Map” to visualize CSOs, partnerships,
and resources—improving transparency, alignment
with national plans, and access to funding and
collaboration.

These recommendations aim to strengthen civil society’s
role in ABAS implementation and the SIDS Partnership
Framework. They emphasize that civil society is not only
a partner but a cornerstone of durable partnerships—
bringing innovation, accountability, and community
leadership essential to SIDS sustainable development.


https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/77/245
https://sdgs.un.org/topics/small-island-developing-states/sids-partnership-framework
https://sdgs.un.org/topics/small-island-developing-states/sids-partnership-framework
https://sdgs.un.org/2025SIDSCSOForum
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The

, held between 27 to 30
May 2024 in Antigua and Barbuda, convened under
the overarching theme “Charting the Course Toward
Resilient Prosperity.” SIDS4 culminated in the adoption
of the

, Which is intended to guide sustainable
development efforts in Small Island Developing States
(SIDS) over the next 10 years.

Translating the ABAS vision into action will require whole-
of-society and whole-of-government approaches that
harness the strengths of all actors in SIDS, grounded
in strong and inclusive partnerships. Civil society
organizations, with their close ties to communities
and vulnerable groups, can help governments better
respond to the needs of the people they serve. While
engaging youth unlocks their potential as drivers of
sustainable change, the private sector, academia, local
and regional governments, and Indigenous Peoples are
also significant contributors to sustainable development
policies and programmes—from service provision to
innovation, community outreach, and research support.
Strengthening government capacity for meaningful
stakeholder engagement is therefore crucial and can
further accelerate implementation.

SIDS Civil Society Action Plan
and Roadmap (2024-2034)

To inspire and guide civil society engagement as
partners in implementing the ABAS, civil society from
across the three SIDS regions—Atlantic, Indian Ocean
and South China Seas (AIS), Caribbean, and Pacific—
collaborated to develop the

. This process included
regional consultations ahead of SIDS4, as well as
building on existing documents that set out civil society
priorities. Aligned with and complementary to the ABAS,
the Action Plan and Roadmap provides a strategic
framework to better support civil society in SIDS to play
a meaningful and effective role in delivering the new
10-year SIDS agenda.

The Action Plan and Roadmap identifies key sustainable
development priorities for civil society, outlines the
strategic roles civil society can and should play
in delivering the SIDS agenda, and recommends
actionable steps to strengthen institutional frameworks,
practices, and partnerships. It is therefore intended
as a framework for action by SIDS governments and
development partners to better enable and support civil
society, ensuring a participatory, multi-sectoral, and
whole-of-society approach to sustainable development.

SIDS Partnership Framework

The , established in 2015
following the third International Conference on SIDS
(SIDS3) and the SAMOA Pathway, monitors progress
and fosters genuine, durable partnerships for SIDS. It
provides a platform to share lessons, review progress,
and highlight good practices, supported by a Steering
Committee, annual Global Multi-stakeholder Dialogue,
reporting template, regional dialogues, and the SIDS
Partnerships Awards.

In ABAS, Member States reaffirmed the importance
of partnerships—calling for innovation, accountability,
and inclusiveness (para. 32(j)) and for greater public
participation and dialogue (para. 25(ii)).

Recognizing the value of the SIDS Partnership Framework,
paragraph 37 of ABAS requested the United Nations
Secretary-General, in consultation with States and
through the Steering Committee on SIDS Partnerships,
to present recommendations for strengthening the
Framework itself, the SIDS Global Business Network, and
its Forum.


https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/sids2024
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/sids2024
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/77/245
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/77/245
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/77/245
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/SIDS%20Civil%20Society%20Action%20Plan%20and%20Roadmap%2029%20May%202024.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/SIDS%20Civil%20Society%20Action%20Plan%20and%20Roadmap%2029%20May%202024.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/topics/small-island-developing-states/sids-partnership-framework

The aim of this study was to examine how stakeholders
can better engage in implementing ABAS—particularly
on urgent actions to address climate change, marine
conservation, and biodiversity preservation—while also
strengthening the SIDS Partnership Framework.

Following recommendations from civil society partners—
and recognizing that the SIDS Civil Society Action Plan
and Roadmap (2024-2034) serves as a framework for
civil society engagement in ABAS implementation—
the study also placed a specific focus on civil society
needs and the next steps for putting the Action Plan and
Roadmap into practice.

Building on the recognition in ABAS of the need for more
inclusive and innovative partnerships, the study also
sought to provide insights and recommendations from
civil society on how the SIDS Partnership Framework
itself can be strengthened to better support their
engagement and enable effective implementation of
ABAS.

Specifically, the study aimed to:

« Identify key challenges and opportunities for
strengthening civil society engagement in the SIDS
Partnership Framework and in ABAS implementation.

* Assess capacity needs and partnership

opportunities related to climate action, marine

resource management, and biodiversity preservation.

« Highlight best practices and success stories
of effective civil society partnerships aligned with
ABAS priorities.

*  Provide evidence-based, practical
recommendations on how to strengthen the
SIDS Partnership Framework, as well as
stakeholder engagement and partnerships in the
implementation of ABAS.

* Map civil society needs—including capacity,

partnerships,  and effective

implementation of the SIDS Civil Society Action

Plan and Roadmap.

resources—for

Scope of study

This study focused exclusively on civil society
stakeholders, and does not include inputs from Member

States, UN entities, or the private sector.

Dedicated consultation processes were undertaken
separately (and simultaneously) for Member States,
UN entities and other stakeholders by the Division
for Sustainable Development Goals, United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA).
Similarly, private sector engagement falls under the
mandate of UN-OHRLLS, which coordinates the SIDS
Global Business Network (SIDS-GBN)—established in
2014 as an outcome of the SIDS Private Sector Forum.

Taken together, this study provides a civil society lens
on ABAS implementation and offers concrete proposals
to ensure that the SIDS Partnership Framework can
more effectively enable civil society to deliver on the
ambitions of the new ten-year agenda.



The study was conducted between February and May
2025 and is grounded in an inclusive consultative
process with civil society stakeholders across all three
SIDS regions. This process combined surveys, regional
consultations, case studies, and a validation workshop
during the SIDS Civil Society Engagement Forum. An
overview of the methodology, including limitations and
challenges encountered in data collection, is presented
below.

SIDS Civil Society Engagement Forum, 13 May 2025 (Day 2),
UNHQ

in partnership with respective

41 responses, of which
33 are from SIDS-based
individuals.

participants)

Limitations and challenges
encountered in data collection

While the study initially intended to include non-
traditional sources—such as reports, position papers,
and internal documentation from local civil society
organizations—to capture grassroots knowledge on
barriers, opportunities, and strategies for stakeholder
engagement, this objective could not be fully realized.

Due to time constraints and the limited availability and
accessibility of such materials, especially from smaller
and community-based organizations, the review of
these sources was not systematically undertaken. As a
result, some valuable local insights may not have been
fully captured through secondary sources. However, this
limitation was partially addressed as the civil society
organizations involved in this study have had a long and
credible history of working with local communities and
would have brought in at least some of the valuable
local insights into the study.

regional organizations in the
three SIDS regions (SYAH-CV,
CANARI, and PIANGO) (65

held in New York in May 2025
for review, additional inputs,
and validation of data (27
participants)

Regional disparitiesin participation presented additional
challenges, with highest and most active participation
seen from civil society in the Caribbean region:

* In the Pacific region, feedback indicated that online
surveys and virtual consultations are not culturally
preferred modes of engagement. This may have
contributed to lower participation rates and limited
input from some Pacific-based organizations.

* In the AIS region, participation was primarily
concentrated among stakeholders affiliated with
the SIDS Youth Aim (SYAH). Several other civil
society actors, including those selected to attend
the SIDS Civil Society Engagement Forum (page
13), either lacked access or did not engage in the
virtual regional consultation. However, this limitation
was partially addressed through the in-person
SIDS Civil Society Engagement Forum, where AIS
stakeholders were able to contribute meaningfully
to the validation and refinement of findings.

These challengesunderscore the need formore regionally
tailored and accessible engagement methods when
consulting civil society across diverse SIDS contexts (for
e.g. more in-person consultations and engagement),
especially in efforts to implement the ABAS and related
frameworks.
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The findings presented in this chapter draw on inputs
gathered through the SIDS Civil Society Consultative
Survey (page 8), a series of virtual Regional
Consultations (page 11), and the SIDS Civil Society
Engagement Forum (page 13) held at United Nations
Headquarters in May 2025.

Together, these processes captured diverse perspectives
from civil society across the three regions in SIDS. They
highlighted both the opportunities and challenges
for civil society in contributing to the implementation
of ABAS and in shaping stronger and more inclusive
partnerships.

SIDS Civil Society Consultative

The online survey provided afoundation forunderstanding
how civil society stakeholders across SIDS view their
role in implementing ABAS and engaging in the SIDS
Partnership Framework. It captured perspectives on
awareness, engagement, capacity needs, partnerships,
and enabling environments, and served as a key input
for the regional consultations and the SIDS Civil Society
Forum.

The survey was available in English, French, Spanish,
and Portuguese, and was disseminated to civil society
stakeholders through targeted outreach and UN DESA's
social media channels. A total of 41 responses were
received, including 33 from SIDS-based individuals
across the AIS, Caribbean, and Pacific regions.

Survey synthesis

The survey findings highlight both the strong commitment
of civil society actors in SIDS and the persistent barriers
they face. It underscores the need for tailored, inclusive,
and adequately resourced mechanisms to strengthen
civil society’s role in ABAS implementation and in the
SIDS Partnership Framework. These insights informed,
and were further validated through, the regional
consultations and the SIDS Civil Society Engagement
Forum.

Most Valuable Aspects of the SIDS
Partnership Framework:

Inclusive, multi-stakeholder platform
Supports climate, biodiversity, and
community-led action

Enables policy influence and peer learning
Recognizes SIDS vulnerabilities

What's Missing:

Limited grassroots visibility and access
Need for localized outreach, storytelling,
and digital engagement (e.g. social
media)

Stronger visibility of success stories
Stronger national alignment and funding
pathways needed

Key Barriers to Civil Society Participation in

the SIDS Partnership Framework:

Limited funding and digital access

CSO staffing, technical, and digital
constraints

Inaccessible communications and outreach
Exclusion of grassroots and marginalized
voices in planning and execution stages
Bureaucratic entry barriers

Fragmented networks and lack of national
platforms

What's Needed:

Inclusive representation (youth, women,
Indigenous groups)

Flexible funding and reduced red tape
Leadership training and local focal points
Recognition of local/traditional knowledge
Data systems to track and promote
inclusion



Capacity-Building Needs for SIDS to Build and
Engage in Partnerships:

«  Technical training on climate, marine, and
biodiversity issues

+  Skills for partnerships, fundraising, and M&E

* Inclusive leadership development (youth,
women, Indigenous, people with disability)

«  Digital and communication tools for
advocacy and outreach

Most Valuable Partnerships for Civil Society
Organizations

+  Global & Regional Bodies (UN, ACSIS,
CARICOM, EU): visibility + alignment

+ Academia: research, training, and
knowledge-sharing

+  Community/ Faith-based Groups: trust and
local and cultural relevance

+  Governments: policy integration and service
delivery

+  Peer CSOs/NGOs: joint campaigns and
capacity-building

+  Private Sector & Social Enterprises: support
for entrepreneurship, financial inclusion &
community development

Support Needed to Deliver ABAS:

Flexible core & project funding for grassroots
CSOs

Tailored training, mentoring & toolkits (culturally
grounded)

Platforms for dialogue with governments and
partners

Translated info, simplified processes & better
data access

Inclusion of diaspora and marginalized groups

Key Barriers:

Funding Gaps: Lack of flexible, long-term support
Exclusion: Limited role in decision-making
processes

Capacity Constraints: Staffing, digital, and
technical gaps

Fragmentation: Weak CSO coordination and
national platforms

Restrictive Environments: Bureaucratic hurdles
and shrinking civic space

Fragmented Information: Limited access to
resources, data, and peer exchange

Lack of Formal Partnerships: Need for
matchmaking and more inclusive frameworks

Solutions:

Inclusive frameworks that mandate CSO
participation and recognize local and Indigenous
leadership

Flexible, long-term funding tailored to grassroots
needs

Targeted capacity-building and peer learning
opportunities

Stronger platforms for CSO-government
collaboration and policy input

Centralized knowledge hub with tools, case
studies, & multilingual access

South-South exchanges via webinars, peer
networks, & regional hubs

Accessible outreach through social media,
community radio, and CSO-led storytelling.



Policy Gaps Hindering Partnerships in SIDS:

No national partnership frameworks
Siloed governance and CSOs excluded
from policymaking

Funding misaligned with local needs
Lack of trust, data sharing, and long-term

support

How the SIDS Partnership Framework can

help:

Align with local and regional priorities
(avoid one-size-fits-all)

Help embed civil society in policy design
and review

Provide training, technical advice and data
tools

Offer dedicated funding for improved
CSO-Government coordination

Create shared platforms (regional hubs)
with templates, case studies, and policy
resources

Track policy impact and progress with
simple, adaptable tools

Recommendations:

Create inclusive partnership guidelines
Simplify funding access for grassroots
actors

Align donor goals with community needs
Build regional data hubs and open
reporting systems

Foster trust through transparency and
engagement

Role of UN DESA and pariners:

Convene inclusive partnerships across
sectors and regions

Build capacity through training, technical
support, and resources

Develop guidelines that promote
collaboration and inclusivity

Facilitate funding access, especially for
grassroots and island-based CSOs
Ensure accountability via tracking systems
like the SIDS Partnership Database
Promote local relevance by grounding
policies in SIDS realities

Emerging Challenges & Opportunities for

the SIDS Partnership Framework in the Next

Decade

Top Challenges

+  Escalating climate impacts and disaster
risks

+ Rising debt and economic vulnerability

+ Digital divide and tech exclusion

+  Limited inclusion of youth, women, and
local voices

Key Opportunities

«  Growth in blue/green economies

*  Youth and diaspora-led innovation

+  Smart tech (Al, modular systems) for
resilience

*  South-South cooperation and regional
knowledge hubs

Priority Actions

+  Build climate and financial resilience

+ Invest in digital infrastructure and local
capacity

+  Promote inclusive governance and rural
development

+  Enable bottom-up partnerships with long-

term impact
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Regional Consultations

To capture regional perspectives on civil society
engagement in ABAS implementation and the SIDS
Partnership Framework, three virtual consultations
were heldinMay 2025—oneeachforthe AlS, Caribbean,
and Pacific regions. These sessions provided space
for open dialogue on challenges, opportunities, and
capacity needs, with a particular focus on environmental
priorities such as climate change, marine conservation,
and biodiversity preservation.

Recommendations

The sections below provide a summary of the main

recommendations emerging from each regional

consultation.

The consultations aimed to:

* |dentify next steps for implementing the SIDS Civil
Society Action Plan and Roadmap (2024-2034);

*  Explore how the SIDS Partnership Framework can
become more inclusive and accessible; and

*  Gather examples of civil society-led partnerships
advancing sustainable development in SIDS.

To ensure a participatory, regionally led process, the
consultations were organized with the SIDS Youth AIS
Hub (SYAH), the Caribbean Natural Resources Institute
(CANARI), and the Pacific Islands Association of Non-
governmental Organizations (PIANGO). They brought
together 65 civil society participants across the three
regions.

1. Expand civil society inclusivity across sectors and beyond traditional actors and professionals,

including fisher folk communities, elders, informal groups, faith-based organizations, and sports

associations.

2. Strengthen awareness and access to the Frameworks (Civil Society Roadmap, ABAS, SIDS

Partnership Framework), tailoring to different community groups and translating into different

languages.

3. Create arecurring, in-person regional forum for civil society, with formal support from member

states, enabling deeper collaboration, shared learning, and joint action with member states and

development partners, especially as AlS remains fragmented.

4. Strengthen Access to Donor Funding, facilitating connections between grassroots actors and donors

through targeted matchmaking and capacity-building, and establishing a dedicated small grants scheme

without bureaucratic hurdles, specifically for grassroots and emerging CSOs.

5. Launch a Digital Knowledge Platform, for civil society to share tools, experiences, success stories,

funding opportunities, and collaborate within the AIS region as well as across regions.

6. Institutionalize initiatives like LCOY (Local Conference of Youth) with funding, mentorship, and

integration into wider civil society efforts to support youth mobilization and leadership.

1



Strengthen Civil Society-Led Monitoring and Evaluation, supporting community-led data collection (e.g.,
fisher folk) and its formal integration into national decision-making & convention reporting

Civil Society Roadmap: Ground-up dissemination and set-up of a Regional Coordination Mechanism,
endorsed by regional orgs & member states, inclusive of donors, to build legitimacy, alignment, & feedback
loops.

Create an umbrella civil society platform nationally, with the support of the international donor
community, to reduce fragmentation and strengthen civil society coordination, partnerships, shared
advocacy, resource pooling, and thus collective impact.

Develop partnership guidelines/toolkits for regional organizations and member states, building on
CANARI's ‘how-to’ partnership toolkit to effectively partner with civil society in their work and improve CSO-
government engagement.

Convene a Donors Conference for Civil Society in SIDS, inspired by the Laborie Development
Foundation’s St. Lucia model, to broker relationships between CSOs and donors.

Develop a SIDS CSO registry website to document civil society initiatives, track achievements beyond
projects, promote transparency and accountability, as well as lessons, experiences and partnerships.

Strengthen awareness and access to the Frameworks - (Civil Society Roadmap, ABAS, SIDS Partnership
Framework), tailoring to different community groups

Comprehensive stakeholder mapping exercise of civil society - to identify thematic expertise, existing
initiatives, and capacities—helping target support and select thematic leads for the Civil Society Action
Plan.

Reform and reallocate funding - by mandating dedicated civil society allocations, simplifying reporting
processes, and conducting a transparent analysis of funding flows to ensure resources reach local
organizations—not just overheads.

Align ABAS and civil society efforts with regional strategies like the 2050 Blue Pacific Strategy and
global processes (e.g., BBNJ, UNFCCC), ensuring CSOs are resourced and able to influence policy and
funding decisions.

Support Pacific CSOs to address deep seabed mining, pollution & other emerging threats through
capacity mapping, recognition of local expertise, and access to data for community-led science and
advocacy.

Tackle Systemic Barriers - by investing in paid youth fellowships and honoraria to reduce brain drain,
foster innovation, and support CSO participation—especially in high-cost, remote island contexts.
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SIDS Civil Society Engagement
Forum

On 12-13 May 2025, the SIDS Civil Society Engagement
Forum was held at United Nations Headquarters in New
York. Organized by UN DESA in collaboration with the
Governments of the Maldives and Latvia, co-chairs of
the Steering Committee on Partnerships for SIDS, and
with funding support from Ireland, the Forum aimed to
ensure that civil society perspectives and needs were
fully reflected in recommendations to strengthen the
SIDS Partnership Framework.

C»-
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Forum structure

The two-day Forum was structured to promote
dialogue and exchange between civil society

and Member States

*  Day1(12 May) focused on civil society
representatives refining actionable
recommendations to enhance engagement
in the SIDS Partnership Framework and
support ABAS implementation.

*  Day 2 (13 May) provided space for civil
society to present these recommendations
and engage directly with Member States.

by v dchak Founda

Global Shapers A Hub
Pxific

The Forum brought together 27 civil society representatives from SIDS,

selected through an open process facilitated by UN DESA.

Hear from civil society on building partnerships
and driving the future of SIDS.


https://sdgs.un.org/2025SIDSCSOForum
https://sdgs.un.org/2025SIDSCSOForum
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1y/k1yzy4z1hr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Jvgx5AuEn8

Day 1 - Civil society workshop

Day 1 discussions were organized under five thematic
breakout and three regional breakout sessions.

Theme 1: Connecting Local to Global Action

While civil society organizations in SIDS are often
deeply rooted in local communities, their voices
remain underrepresented in global dialogues and
actions. Additionally, meaningful engagement and
collaboration between civil society actors across the
three SIDS regions is still limited, often only occurring
through formal UN processes. This disconnect hinders
the potential for shared learning, South-South
cooperation, and a stronger, unified civil society voice
on the global stage.

Challenges Identified:

+  Grassroots CSOs across SIDS face barriers like
language, digital access, and jargon-heavy
processes

*  Key events (e.g. SIDS conferences) often exclude
broader communities, reinforcing top-down
dynamics

«  Civil society remains reactive; limited influence on
regional/global decisions

*  Lack of cross-regional collaboration outside UN-
led processes

*  Platforms like AOSIS and Pacific Islands Forum
lack formal civil society integration

Recommendations:

+  Form cross-regional CSO coadlitions for joint
advocacy and peer learning

+  Create a CSO Governance Platform to monitor
inclusion and access at all levels

+  Use SIDS Partnership Framework dialogues to
bridge local efforts with global policy spaces

*  Promote implementation of the Escazi Agreement
for civic participation and protection

+  Establish independent, regular CSO dialogue
spaces outside multilateral events

+  Use simplified, localized, and multimedia
communication to reach broader audiences

*  Mandate formal civil society inclusion in regional
and international institutions (e.g. AOSIS,
Commonwealth)




Despite being at the forefront of climate and ocean
action, CSOs across SIDS face persistent challenges
accessing sustainable and appropriate funding.
Barriers include complex application processes, short-
term funding cycles, lack of visibility to donors, and
limited eligibility for larger grants, and lack of tailored
financing mechanisms. These constraints hinder long-
term impact, innovation, and the ability of CSOs to
scale community-driven solutions.

Challenges Identified:

*  Many CSOs are too small or new to qualify for
traditional grants

+  Burdensome reporting and compliance deter
volunteer-led or grassroots actors

*  Most funding is project-based, leaving CSOs
unable to cover core costs

«  Funding often reflects donor agendas—not local
needs

+  CSOs struggle with visibility and matchmaking with
appropriate funders

Strong and sustained collaboration between civil
society and government is critical to inclusive and
effective policy-making and sustainable development.
While many CSOs contribute valuable local knowledge
and services, they are often engaged late in the
process or only in a consultative role. True partnership
requires institutionalized mechanisms, mutual trust, and
co-creation.

Challenges Identified:

+  CSOs often excluded from national planning and
policy formulation

+  Governments question the expertise of grassroots
CSOs

*  Youth, Indigenous, and persons with disabilities are
left out of decision-making

+  CSOs are seen as oppositional, lacking unified
representation

«  Limited recognition and funding for CSOs as policy
co-creators

*  No feedback loops or formal mechanisms for CSO-
government collaboration

Co-Designed Solution: SIDS Civil Society
Development Fund

Bottom-up, CSO-led decision-making; Supports
both technical programs and organizational
strengthening; Simplified applications, inclusive
terms; Encourages income-generating models and
collaborative proposals; Matchmaking System;
SIDS Partnership Framework Role: Champion the
Fund, mobilize support, and provide visibility.

Additional Recommendations:

Build CSO capacity in grant writing, reporting, and
systems

Establish regional, fit-for-purpose funding streams
Support community-based enterprise models for
financial sustainability

Promote donor-CSO dialogue that centers
community-identified needs

Bundle multi-CSO proposals to attract larger, more
accessible grants

Gaps in access to information and use of community-
driven tools

Co-Designed Solution: Government-CSO Engagement

Framework

Responsible Partnership Agreement based on shared
values; Joint commitments to public policy priorities
through participatory processes; Clear roles, funding,
and reporting mechanisms for both parties; Inclusive
by design, prioritizing marginalized voices; Ongoing
monitoring and review to ensure accountability

SIDS Partnership Framework to convene actors and
mobilize resources

Additional Recommendations:

Formalize inclusive CSO advisory groups and
recurring dialogues

Provide operational support for CSO engagement
(not just project funding)

Invest in CSO capacity and evidence-based policy
contributions

Enact access to information laws and use tools like
asset mapping

Create registries of CSOs and government programs
to improve transparency and coordination
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Theme 4: Strengthening CSO-private sector
partnerships

The private sector holds significant potential to
support and scale the work of civil society—through
funding, technology, and innovation. Yet, partnerships
between CSOs and businesses in SIDS remain limited,
often due to competing interests, lack of trust, or
unclear value propositions. When done right, such
partnerships can unlock co-benefits, drive local
economic development, and amplify community
impact.

Challenges Identified:

+  CSOs risk drifting from community needs when
chasing private funding

+  Trust gaps due to past governance issues and
limited experience

+  Misalignment in language, priorities, and timelines
between sectors

*  Businesses seek long-term value and impact
beyond short project cycles

+  CSOs must improve credibility through
transparency and storytelling

Co-Designed Solution: SIDS Innovation Lab &
Funding Platform

+  Joint development of ocean-based solutions
(e.g., fisheries, tourism, marine conservation);
Independent governance with equal CSO and
private sector representation; Accountability &
equity ensured through strong M&E frameworks;
Support mechanisms like mentorship, capacity
building, and social enterprise development

+  SIDS Partnership Framework to convene actors and
champion the platform

Additional Recommendations:

*  Host trust-building forums and define shared
Partnership Principles

+  Establish independent monitoring to ensure ethics
and accountability

+  Promote social enterprise models to boost CSO
sustainability

+ Engage communities in project design to reflect
local priorities

*  Use blended finance for co-funded, climate-
resilient impact projects

«  Explore innovative PPPs in blue economy sectors
(e.g., tourism, waste, coastal protection)

+  Offer incentives like tax benefits and ESG credits
to mobilize private sector support

The Power of
Partnorships

- A\ L =

Mr. Ola Goransson, kick-off exercise




Many civil society organizations in SIDS operate with
limited resources and small teams—making it difficult to
sustain momentum, access funding, and scale impact.
One-off engagements and support are often not
enough. What's needed is long-term, context-specific
capacity development that supports leadership,
technical skills, and organizational resilience.

Challenges Identified:

+  Sustainable development must be co-designed
with communities—not imposed

*  Many youth-led and local CSOs lack formal
recognition, policies, or funding

+  Over-reliance on external consultants due to
underinvestment in early- and mid-career talent

+  Limited technical knowledge on disability rights
and marginal issues

+  Complex policy language and frameworks hinder
meaningful participation

+  Trainings often lack follow-up; community-led work
remains underfunded and invisible

*  Need for sustained peer networks, toolkit co-
creation, and feedback loops

Thematic Priorities and Strengths:

+  Environmental Protection and Planetary
Sustainability, with strong capacity in community-
based advocacy, intergenerational and
environmental justice, and circular economy
solutions.

«  Ongoing work on nature-based solutions, MPAs,
biodiversity, and fair climate finance grounded in
local knowledge.

Scalable Best Practices:

*  SYAH: Youth-led regional action.
+ MACOMOSE Network: Collaborative biodiversity
advocacy (Mauritius, Comoros, Madagascar,

Seychelles).

Key Recommendations & Co-Designed Actions

*  Youth & Marginalized Leadership Development
* Invest in early- and mid-career youth
professionals with technical training
+ Institutionalize youth-led organizations &
create trainer-replication models
*  Ensure meaningful inclusion of marginalized
youth
+  Shared Resources & Toolkits
+  Develop toolkits (e.g. disability, M&E, resource
mobilization) and a civil society capacity map
+  Create a multi-actor feedback mechanism to
track evolving needs
*  Online & In-Person Collaboration Platforms
*  Launch an online hub for peer exchange and
resource access
+  Organize an annual CSO Summit for shared
learning and networking
+  UN-Facilitated Philanthropic Support
«  Enable South-South working groups and
toolkit co-design
+  Expand partnerships and invest in sustainable
capacity systems

Regional Coordination Proposed:

*  Need for a regional CSO platform beyond youth
groups.

*  Proposed: An AIS CSO mapping and accreditation
system to unify CSO engagement in the region,
potentially setting up a regional AIS CSO Hub.

Targeted Support Needs:

«  Financial literacy, governance, and regulatory
training.

*  Access to R&D, tech transfer, fellowships, and
academic partnerships.

Next Steps:

*  Launch a joint AIS initiative to define and map
CSOs, create a shared CSO database, and
develop a regional CSO roadmap aligned with
national priorities.

*  Request for SIDS Partnership Framework support
for inception workshop & steering.
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Thematic Priorities and Strengths:

+  Resilient and Inclusive Economies and
Environmental Protection and Planetary
Sustainability, with particular strengths in eco-
tourism, intersectional climate justice, cultural
storytelling, advocacy for equitable financing, and
government accountability

+  Gaps: Economic inclusiveness and blue economy
still need attention

Scalable Best Practices:

+  CANARI programs, e.g., the Caribbean Climate
Justice Alliance, and the SIDS CSO Coalition

*  EmpowerHER Campaign
* REDD+ Guyana

Thematic Priorities and Strengths:

*  Resilient and Inclusive Economies, with strong
roots in traditional knowledge systems, community
ties, cultural sustainability, social protection, and
frontline experience with climate and disaster risks

Scalable Best Practices:

+  Framework for Resilient Development in the Pacific
(FRDP)

+  Facility Aiding Locally-Led Engagement (FALE) by
PIANGO

+  Pacific Youth Council

+  Community-led data systems and marine
protected areas

Regional Coordination Proposed:

*  SIDS Youth Council for ABAS monitoring & action

+  Co-designed tech frameworks with local fishers
(e.g., affordable deep-sea technologies)

*  Participatory budgeting & community-led data

*  Knowledge hubs, climate accelerators, & case
study repositories

Targeted Support Needs:

*  Regular in-person convenings
+  Capacity-building in data systems, technology
access, and accountability

Next Steps:

+ A Caribbean in-person CSO Convening to
document best practices, tfrack ABAS progress, and
foster cross-island collaboration.

*  Request for SIDS Partnership Framework
support for mobilizing funding for convening,
and supporting the climate and blue economy
innovation.

Regional Coordination Proposed:

+  Leverage Pacific Resilience Community & Weather
Ready Initiative platforms

+  Expand microfinance/seed funding for grassroots
innovation

+  Push for “resilience planning as a treaty” approach
with Member States

Targeted Support Needs:

+  Core & institutional funding for long-term
operations

+  Regional fellowship programs to build leadership
and retain talent

«  Data tools to enhance coordination, visibility, and
policy engagement

Next Steps:

+  Create a Living Map of Pacific Action as an
interactive platform of CSOs, projects, and
resources, enabling donor matchmaking and
alignment with ABAS/national priorities

*  Request for SIDS Partnership Framework support
for core funding to build it, and facilitate donor-
CSO matchmaking, partnerships, and visibility.
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Day 2 - Dialogue with Member States

The Forum concluded with an interactive dialogue with
Member States on 13 May in the ECOSOC Chamber,
during which civil society representatives presented their
recommendations. Opening remarks where delivered
by H.E. Ms. Sanita Pavjuta-Deslandes, Permanent
Representative of Latvia to the United Nations; H.E. Ms.
Shiruzimath Sameer, Deputy Permanent Representative
of Maldives to the United Nations; Mr. Li Junhua, Under-
Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, UN
DESA; and Ms. Rabab Fatima, Under-Secretary-General
and High Representative for the Least Developed
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small
Island Developing States (UNOHRLLS).

C0-CHAIR

Photos: UN DESA/Predrag Vasic

The dialogue featured interventions from the delegations
of Antigua and Barbuda, Portugal, Ireland, Australia,
Palau, and Germany, as well as contributions from UN
Resident Coordinators Mr. Simon Springett (Barbados
and the Eastern Caribbean), Ms. Lisa Simrique Singh
(Mauritius and Seychelles), and Mr. Dirk Wagener (Fiji,
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu), who
collectively welcomed civil society contributions and
emphasized the importance of inclusive, participatory
processes in driving the implementation of the ABAS.

The Forum highlighted the essential role of civil society
in shaping sustainable and resilient futures for SIDS,
while demonstrating a shared determination to translate
dialogue into concrete action.

~ USG ORRLLS
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Partnerships in
action

The following section highlights select examples of
civil-society-led  partnerships, many developed in
collaboration with governments,
and  other stakeholders.

intergovernmental

organizations, These

AIS partnerships

SYA

SIDS Youth AIMS Hub

SIDS Youth AIS Hub (SYAH)

The only regional NGO focused on sustainable
development in the AlS region, through country-
based hubs in 7 SIDS. It was born out of SIDS3,
conducts both advocacy and grassroots actions,
including having led the AIS youth and civil society
engagement in SIDS4 and implementing youth
outcome.

*  Partnership type: Inter-CSO
«  Thematic area: Youth empowerment

e External link for more info

partnerships, identified through the consultations and
complementary desk research, demonstrate practical
approaches and impactful results, offering inspiration
for replication, adaptation, or expansion in other
contexts.

Reference herein does not imply endorsement or
recommendation from the United Nations and shall
not be used for advertising or service endorsement
purposes. Hyperlinks are included as a convenience to
readers. The United Nations has no control over external
sites and is, therefore, not responsible, or legally liable
for their content.

MACOMAUSEY CSO network

MACOMAUSEY CSO network connects 4 islands
(Madagascar, Comoros, Mauritius and Seychelles)
in the Indian Ocean region for joint action on
environmental issues.

*  Partnership type: Inter-CSO

*  Thematic area: Biodiversity conservation
+ External link for more info

n & o INDIAN OCEAN

Partnership between SYAH, UNESCO and the Indian Ocean Commission

Success story for the early engagement of youth in a UN process - leading to the creation of SYAH. An MoU
between Indian Ocean Commission and SYAH until 2020 enabled SYAH to have an office space and implement 10+

joint programs.

*  Partnership type: CSO-IGO
+  Thematic area: Youth empowerment

»  External link for more info


https://www.facebook.com/SYAHRegionalHQ/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Macomausey-CSO-Network/100064704547612/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mbVcpPIoGbefEOOQvG1SXnSS7DIByAO8/view

Caribbean partnerships

CANARI

CANARI

Facilitates Caribbean stakeholder participation in
the stewardship of renewable natural resources
and global policy-making, with 91 partnerships, 150
projects, +700 communities served, 2.3 million USD
grant funding disbursed, over 33+ years.

+  Partnership type: Inter-CSO

+  Thematic area: Biodiversity conservation
e External link for more info

WEST INDIES

Laborie Development Foundation

Focuses on the overall sustainable development
of the Laborie community since 2002, including
organizing a Donors Roundtable to raise funds
for projects and activities by itself and by other
organizations.

*  Partnership type: Inter-CSO and CSO-Donor

*  Thematic area: Community Development
+  External link for more info

SPANCAP

Pan Caribbean Partnership Against HIV/AIDS (PANCAP)

A Caribbean-wide partnership of governments, regional CSOs, regional orgs, and development partners tackling
HIV since 2001 (established by CARICOM), inclusive of 14 CSO members.

*  Partnership type: CSO-IGO
¢ Thematic area: Health
e  External link for more info

21


https://canari.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ilovelaborie/
https://pancap.org/

Pacific partnerships

@PIANGO CLIMATE
L ACTION

Pacific Islands Association of | Association Des Ongs :
g P ~—~fQ ... NETWORK
Non-governmental Organisations | Desiles Du Pacifique : :

Pacific Islands Association on Non- i i Climate Action Network - Pacific Islands
Governmental Organizations (PIANGO) (PICAN)
A regional network of NGO coordinating bodies Focuses on the overall sustainable development
in 25 Pacific countries, since 1991, anchored in its . of the Laborie community since 2002, including
2020 -2030 Strategic Plan. It focuses on amplifying organizing a Donors Roundtable to raise funds
Pacific voices in policy and development, including for projects and activities by itself and by other
having led the Pacific civil society engagement in organizations.
SIDSA4. P

P *  Partnership type: Inter-CSO
+  Partnership type: Inter-CSO +  Thematic area: Climate Change
+  Thematic area: All *  External link for more info

*  External link for more info

DIABETES FIJIINC

Diabeted i betten fands

Diabetes Fiji Inc.

Partners with healthcare providers, health ministry, businesses, schools, and community organizations (including
faith-based organizations) to expand outreach, screening, and education. Regional and global partnerships have

enabled program expansion to other Pacific islands.

«  Partnership type: Multi-stakeholder
e Thematic area: Health

*  External link for more info
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https://piango.org/
https://www.pican.org/
https://diabetesfiji.com/

Pan-SIDS Partnerships

L£:CAL2030
ISLANDS
NETWORK

Local2030 Islands Network

World's first global, island-led peer-to-peer
network devoted to advancing the SDGs through
locally driven solutions. Members and partners

include governments, CSOs, development partners,

businesses, etc.

Offerings: SDG tracking/monitoring dashboard +
five Community of Practice (CoP) - an interactive
network of technical experts and members to
enable thematic collaboration and knowledge
sharing.

«  Partnership type: Multi-stakeholder
+  Thematic area: All

* External link for more info

BIG OCEAN STATES INITIATIVE

Big Ocean States Initiative (BOSI)

A new pan-SIDS, community-led initiative focused
on advancing ocean innovation, impact, and
leadership across islands (or Big Ocean States)

Offerings: the Big Ocean States Innovators
Gateway (B.I.G.) - the world's first network (and
database) of island-based ocean innovators and
incubators/accelerators + Blue Investors Alliance
+ Unbottle (CSO-led project on reducing plastic
pollution in African islands)

*  Partnership type: Multi-stakeholder
¢ Thematic area: Ocean

e External link for more info
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https://www.islands2030.org/
https://www.oceanstates.org/

The following section

recommendations emerging from the consultative

presents the consolidated

process, drawing on inputs from the global survey,
regional consultations, and the SIDS Civil Society
Engagement Forum. Validated by civil society
stakeholders and formally presented at the Forum
in May 2025, these recommendations aim to guide
stronger and more inclusive civil society engagement in
implementing ABAS.

Strengthen ABAS Awareness and Access
Grassroots access through tailored, multilingual
outreach; ground-up dissemination of the Civil
Society Roadmap; and a Regional Coordination
Mechanism for Civil Society Roadmap.

Funding Reform and Reallocation
Inclusive, accessible funding for all; simplifying
donor processes; mandating civil society
allocationsin regional programs; and establishing
a SIDS Civil Society Development Fund

Civil Society Classification and
Capacity Needs

Long-term, context-specific support that expands
inclusivity and CSO organizational resilience,
fosters national coordination, empowers youth
leadership, and enables community-led data
and evidence to shape policy.

SIDS-SIDS Collaboration and Knowledge

Transfer

Stakeholder mapping, a regional CSO registry,
regular in-person forums, and formal mechanisms
for cross-regional collaboration and civil society
input into global processes.

Strengthening CSO-Government

Partnerships

Formalizing engagement through partnership
guidelines, a Government-CSO Framework,
dedicated civil society roles in decision-making,
and early involvement in policy/MEAs.

Strengthening CSO-Private Sector

Partnerships

A CSO-Private Sector Innovation Lab with
transparent governance, equal representation,
and support from the SIDS Partnership Framework
and Global Business Network.

The recommendations are intended to inform Member
States as they deliberate on the future of the Framework,
recognizing that civil society is a crucial partner for SIDS
and a cornerstone of genuine and durable partnerships
for sustainable development.

Region-specific recommendations

AIS

Define and strengthen CSO coordination through
participatory mapping, a shared regional roadmap,
and support from the SIDS Partnership Framework for
convenings and governance structures.

Caribbean

Enable regular convenings to share lessons, best
practices, and existing initiatives, leveraging the SIDS
Partnership Framework to enhance coordination and
align civil society efforts with ABAS priorities.

Pacific

Develop a centralized, community-driven “Living
Map” to visualize CSOs, partnerships, and resources—
improving transparency, alignment with national
plans, and access to funding and collaboration.
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Despite the adoption of the relevant frameworks (ABAS, Civil Society Roadmap, and the SIDS
Partnership Framework), many civil society actors—particularly at the grassroots level—remain
unaware of or disconnected from these processes. Limited accessibility, language barriers,
and lack of tailored outreach continue to hinder meaningful engagement. The following
recommendations aim to address these gaps:

* Strengthen civil society awareness and access to the Frameworks, tailoring to different
community groups and their priorities (including children, youth, and persons with disabilities),
and translating into the different key languages used across SIDS.

* Conduct a ground-up dissemination of the Civil Society Roadmap, ensuring that insights
and priorities from local civil society actors are communicated and adopted by policymakers,
regional bodies, and donors.

* Set-up of a Regional Coordination Mechanism for the Civil Society Roadmap, endorsed
by regional organizations and Member States and inclusive of donors, to strengthen
legitimacy, alignment, and continuous feedback.
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Accessing sustainable, equitable, and flexible funding remains one of the biggest and
most persistent challenges for civil society across SIDS. Funding landscapes remain non-
transparent, overly complex, and heavily skewed toward large international organizations
(and their overheads), with limited trickle-down to communities doing the work on the ground.
Reporting burdens, restrictive donor criteria, scalability, and small economies of scale further
sideline local and grassroots organizations. The following recommendations aim to dismantle
these systemic barriers:

* Design and promote accessible funding opportunities for all community groups
that are inclusive, easy to access, and tailored to the needs of diverse community groups—
including grassroots, informal, and underrepresented civil society actors.

+ Comprehensive and accessible funding landscape analysis to catalogue all
multilateral/bilateral funding streams and in-country disbursement channels and
interrogate how much goes to overheads/BINGO salaries versus communities/local
organizations.

« Reform and reallocate funding, mandating a dedicated funding allocation for civil
society/local organizations in all multilateral and regional programs—especially for
organizational strengthening, not just for actions and projects.

+ Streamline and simplify donor and reporting processes, co-designing a standardized
reporting template with donors and delivery partners that is feasible for community-
based organizations.

+ Convene a Donors Conference for Civil Society in SIDS, inspired by the Laborie
Development Foundation’s St. Lucia model, to broker relationships between CSOs and
donors.

« Establish a SIDS Civil Society Development Fund, co-designed with civil society to
ensure ease of access, simplified reporting, and sustainable funding mechanisms. The
fund should support collaborative CSO applications, a dedicated small grants scheme
(without bureaucratic hurdles) for grassroots and emerging CSOs, and connect CSOs
with relevant donors, with the SIDS Partnership Framework providing a structured,
visible platform for resource mobilization and long-term impact.
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Civil Society Classification and Capacity Needs

Civil society actors in SIDS are rich in local knowledge, lived experience, and community-
rooted solutions. Yet, many civil society organizations in SIDS remain fragmented and operate
with limited resources and small teams, making it challenging to sustain momentum, access
funding, and scale their impact. One-off engagements and short-term support are not
enough. What's needed is long-term, context-specific capacity development that strengthens
leadership, builds technical skills, and fosters organizational resilience. Recommendations
include:

* Expand civil society inclusivity across sectors and beyond traditional actors and
professionals, including fisher folk communities, elders, informal groups, faith-based
organizations, and sports associations.

* Create a civil society-led space or platform for civil society to convene nationally,
with the support of the international donor community, to reduce fragmentation and
strengthen civil society coordination, partnerships, shared advocacy, resource pooling,
and thus collective impact.

+  Support civil-society-led evidence generation, monitoring, and evaluation by
mobilizing local scientists, enabling community-led data collection (e.g., by fisherfolk),
ensuring open access to relevant data (including from extractive industries), and formally
integrating this data into national policy-making and multilateral conventions’ reporting
processes.

* Invest in continuous youth capacity and leadership development, especially early
to mid-career youth professionals, by building technical expertise through a replicable
“Train the Trainers” model and establishing a dedicated fellowship and incubation fund
to empower youth-led initiatives, strengthen local leadership, and reduce reliance on
external consultants.
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SIDS-SIDS Collaboration and Knowledge Transfer

Meaningful engagement and collaboration between civil society actors across the three SIDS
regions remain limited, often restricted to formal UN processes. This disconnect undermines
opportunities for shared learning, South-South cooperation, and the emergence of a stronger,
unified civil society voice on the global stage. Recommendations include:

* Undertake o comprehensive stakeholder mapping exercise at the national and
regional levels to identify and assess civil society actors across SIDS—their thematic
expertise, existing initiatives, and capacities—in order to inform targeted institutional
support and identify thematic leads for the Civil Society Roadmap.

* Develop a SIDS CSO registry website to document civil society initiatives, track
achievements beyond projects, promote transparency and accountability, as well as
lessons, experiences, and partnerships.

* Create an annual in-person regional and global civil society forum, with formal
support from the UN and member states, to enable deeper collaboration, shared learning,
and joint action with member states and development partners.

* Leverage regional, international, and pan-SIDS organizations (e.g., Pacific Islands
Forum, CARICOM, Indian Ocean Commission, AOSIS, Commonwealth) to secure their
commitment in advancing ABAS, encouraging, in particular, AOSIS to establish a formal
mechanism for civil society input and cross-regional dialogue.

* Help establish the SIDS Youth Council, a core outcome of the SIDS Global Children and
Youth Action Summit.
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Strengthening CSO-Government Partnerships

Strong, sustained collaboration between civil society and governments is essential for
inclusive policymaking and sustainable development. While many CSOs provide vital local
knowledge and services, they are too often brought in late or limited to a consultative
role. True partnership requires institutionalized mechanisms, mutual trust, and co-creation.
The following recommendations are meant to deepen collaboration between CSOs and
governments at all levels:

* Develop partnership guidelines/toolkits for regional organizations and member
states, inclusive of youth and persons with disabilities, building on CANARI's partnership
strategy and principles to effectively partner with civil society in their work and improve
CSO-government engagement.

+ Develop a Government-CSO Engagement Framework, including a Responsible
Partnership Agreement under the SIDS Partnership Framework, anchored in shared
principles and values. This Agreement should outline agreed public policy priorities, define
mutual contributions—including funding and investment—and establish joint reporting and
accountability mechanisms.

+ Ensure a dedicated civil society role in the proposed national and regional nodes of the
SIDS Partnership Forum.

* Institutionalize Early Civil Society Involvement in MEA Processes and national
policymaking, ensuring civil society is engaged from the outset of Multilateral
Environmental Agreement (MEA) negotiations and budget planning processes, rather
than being included only at the final stages.
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The private sector has significant potential to support and scale the work of civil society
in SIDS—offering resources, technology, and innovative approaches. However, partnerships
between CSOs and businesses remain limited, often hindered by competing priorities, lack of
trust, or unclear value alignment. When built on shared goals and ethical foundations, these

collaborations can generate co-benefits, stimulate local economic development, and amplify
community impact. Recommendations include:

* Launch a CSO-Private Sector Innovation Lab and Funding Platform to develop
sustainable solutions in ocean-based sectors, with built-in transparency and accountability
mechanisms.

* Establish Independent Governance—free from political interference—with equal CSO
and private sector representation and regular oversight.

* Activate the SIDS Partnership Framework and the SIDS Global Business Network
to support this initiative through capacity building, business mentoring, and funding for
social innovation.
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Region-specific Recommendations

+ Develop a shared definition of civil society for the region through participatory mapping
and co-create a regional roadmap to guide CSO engagement and priorities, building
on regional CSOs like SYAH and the MACOMOSE CSO network. The SIDS Partnership
Framework should support this process by providing funding, convening power, and
facilitating inception workshops and steering committees.

* Facilitate regular convenings of Caribbean CSOs, including leveraging the SIDS
Partnership Framework, to enhance coordination, share lessons, best practices, and
existing initiatives, and align efforts with ABAS priorities, given that the Caribbean region
CSOs are already extensively engaged in many areas prioritized in ABAS.

+ Create a centralized, interactive, and community-driven digital platform that maps civil
society organizations (CSOs), initiatives, partnerships, resources, and expertise across the
Pacific, enabling greater transparency, collaboration, alignment with national priorities,
and access to support.



Conclusion and
next steps

Multi-stakeholder partnerships are pivotal for advancing
sustainable development in SIDS, bringing together
diverse actors to mobilize resources, foster innovation,
and drive transformative change toward shared
prosperity and environmental health. Civil society is
a cornerstone of these efforts - contributing local
knowledge, innovation, and accountability.

The outcome of the fourth international conference
on SIDS, the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS
(ABS), calls for ‘new, innovative and bold approaches
to partnership based on mutual collaboration and
ownership, trust, alignment, harmonization, respect,
results orientation, accountability, transparency, and
cooperation that leverages a whole-of-government
and whole-of-society approach.” To realize this vision,
ABAS underscores the need for the expansion and
diversification of partnerships with local authorities,
civil society and non-governmental organizations,
foundations, the private sector, academia, and
international financial institutions fo support its
implementation.

On 30 May 2025, a set of proposed recommendations
to strengthen the SIDS Partnership Framework was
presented to Member States at the Ambassadorial-level
meeting of Steering Committee on Partnerships for SIDS
for their views and consideration. Several delegations
highlighted the importance of inclusion of civil society
in partnerships to advance ABAS implementation. The
recommendations were the outcome of a consultative
process with Member States, the UN system and
stakeholders, and drew on the perspectives shared by
civil society during the SIDS Civil Society Engagement
Forum. The recommendations will be further deliberated
by Member States during the UN General Assembly
Second Committee in the fall of 2025.

Embedding the voices and contributions of a broad
range of stakeholders within the SIDS Partnership
Framework will help realize the ABAS call for new,
innovative, and bold approaches to partnerships -
grounded in accountability, tfransparency, and a whole-
of-society approach - thereby deepening its impact and
contribution to the sustainable development of SIDS in
the decade ahead.



https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-05/Recommendations%20ABAS%20Para%2037.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/events/ambassadorial-meeting-steering-committee-SIDS-partnerships-2025
https://sdgs.un.org/events/ambassadorial-meeting-steering-committee-SIDS-partnerships-2025
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